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ICL LAUNCHES “POTASH FOR GROWTH” PROGRAM IN ETHIOPIA 

- Program promotes balanced fertilization by Ethiopian farmers using potassium fertilizers to 

maximize agricultural productivity and improve economic benefits – 

- Sponsored activities include the establishment of hundreds of potassium fertilizer 

demonstration plots throughout Ethiopia and support of digital soil fertility mapping project 

led by the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ethiopian Agriculture Transformation Agency - 

Tel Aviv, Israel, January 12, 2015 – ICL (NYSE and TASE: ICL), a global manufacturer of 

products based on minerals that fulfill essential needs of the world’s growing population in the 

agriculture, processed food and engineered materials markets, today announced that it launched a 

Potash for Growth program in Ethiopia. The program is designed to unlock the potential of 

agriculture in Ethiopia by promoting balanced fertilization among Ethiopia’s small and private 

farmers in order to increase their agricultural productivity and economic benefits from farming.   

While Ethiopia has experienced strong agricultural growth over the past several years, the country 

remains challenged to significantly increase its crop yields and food security. Low fertilizer use, soil 

erosion, coupled with other traditional practices, result in severe nutrient depletion, widespread 

decline of soil fertility and low crop yields. The Potash for Growth program launched by ICL, in 

collaboration with its Ethiopian partners, includes a range of activities to increase awareness by 

Ethiopian farmers of the benefits of potassium fertilizers.  

The program’s activities include: 

Potash demonstration plots and outreach to farmers: During 2014, over 600 potash demonstration 

plots were developed on farms in the states of Tigray, Amhara, Oromiya and Southern regions to 

demonstrate that potassium fertilizers increase yields of major Ethiopian crops, such as teff, wheat, 

barley and sorghum. Several hundred additional plots will be established on farmers’ fields and farmer 

training centers during 2015. Field days for farmers will also be organized at these demonstration 

plots. 

Soil fertility mapping: Potash for Growth also supports a nation-wide soil fertility mapping program 

that is being conducted by the Ethiopian Agriculture Transformation Agency in collaboration with the 

country’s Ministry of Agriculture and its regional partners. The mapping will enable Potash for 

Growth to recommend the most appropriate fertilizer applications at the district and PA (Peasant 

Association or Kebele) levels.  



 

 

     

  

Research and validation: In collaboration with Ethiopia’s national universities, ICL’s Potash for 

Growth program supports research by graduate students in the areas of potassium in soil and plants in 

Ethiopia in order to increase knowledge of balanced fertilization on various crops and to assist in 

developing specialists in plant nutrition. 

 

ICL launched a similar Potash for Life project in India last year, creating nearly 600 demonstration 

sites in nine Indian states to demonstrate the benefits of balanced fertilizer use. After only one farming 

season, the three-year project has already achieved major progress in providing farmers with science-

based evidence of the benefits of using potash fertilizers in Indian agriculture, as well as the 

profitability of using potash, which has been tested on more than 20 various crops.  

Commenting on the Potash for Growth program, Stefan Borgas, President & CEO of ICL, said, “We 

are honored to play a role in Ethiopia’s rapidly growing agricultural sector by contributing our broad 

expertise in helping farmers to optimize their agricultural output, as well as our financial support, to 

enable Ethiopian government agencies to boost the country’s agricultural productivity. We believe 

that the Potash for Growth program will yield substantial benefits for the Ethiopian farming 

community, and, in the long-run, for food security in Ethiopia. By partnering with Ethiopia’s Ministry 

of Agriculture, Regional Bureaus of Agriculture and the ATA, we hope to demonstrate the vital role 

of balanced fertilization in creating sustainable food production in Ethiopia.”  
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About ICL  

ICL is a global manufacturer of products based on specialty minerals that fulfil humanity’s essential 

needs primarily in three markets: agriculture, food and engineered materials. The agricultural products 

that ICL produces help to feed the world’s growing population. The potash and phosphates that it 

mines and manufactures are used as ingredients in fertilizers and serve as an essential component in 

the pharmaceutical and food additives industries. The food additives that ICL produces enable people 

to have greater access to more varied and higher quality food. ICL’s water treatment products supply 

clean water to millions of people, as well as to industry around the world. Other substances, based on 

bromine and phosphates help to create energy that is more efficient and environmentally friendly, 

prevent the spread of forest fires and allow the safe and widespread use of a variety of products and 

materials.  

 

ICL benefits from a broad presence throughout the world and proximity to large markets, including in 

emerging regions. ICL operates within a strategic framework of sustainability that includes a 

commitment to the environment, support of communities in which ICL’s manufacturing operations 

are located and where its employees live, and a commitment to all its employees, customers, suppliers 

and other stakeholders. 

 

ICL is a public company whose shares are traded on the New York Stock Exchange and the Tel Aviv 

Stock Exchange (NYSE and TASE: ICL). 45% of ICL’s Shares are held by Israel Corporation Ltd, 

13.9% by PotashCorp and the remainder by the public. The company employs approximately 12,000 

people worldwide, and its sales in 2013 totaled US$6.3 billion. For more information, visit the 

company's website at www.icl-group.com 

 

Forward Looking Statement 

This press release contains forward-looking assessments and judgments regarding macro-economic 

conditions and the Group’s markets, and there is no certainty as to whether, when and/or at what rate 

these projections will materialize. Management’s projections are likely to change in light of market 

fluctuations, especially in ICL’s manufacturing locations and target markets.  In addition, ICL is likely 

to be affected by changes in the demand and price environment for its products as well as the cost of 

shipping and energy, whether caused by actions of governments, manufacturers or consumers. ICL 

can also be affected by changes in the capital markets, including fluctuations in currency exchange 

rates, credit availability, interest rates, etc.   
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